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1. By resolution 3063 (XXVIII) of 13 November 1973, the Ceneral Assembly,
inter alia, requested the United Wations Scientific Committee on the Effacts of
Atomic Radiation 1/ to meet as soon as possible in order to make a study of the
most recent documents which had been or micht shortly be transmitted to the
Secretariat and to update, with a view to their resubmission to the Assembly, at
its current session, the conclusions contained in the Committee's latest report. 2/

2. The Committee accordingly held a special session at Headquarters on 26 and
27 November under the chairmanship of Professor Luiz R. Caldas (Rrazil).

Dr. J. B. T. Aten (Belgium) and Dr. K. Edvarson (3weden) served as Vice-Chairman
and Rapporteur, respectively. In the course of that session, the Committee
considered the information that it had received or that had otherwise become

available to it since the adoption of its latest report to the Ceneral Assembly.

3. In the lisht of the third preambular paragraph of resolution 3063 (XXVIII) and
in view of the fact that underground and atmospheric muelear tests had been
reported as having been carried out in the northern hemisphere, and atmospheric
tests in the southern hemisphere, in both 1972 and 1573, the Jommittes zave
particular attention to radio-active contamination of the envivonment by all
nuclear tests, including those carried out between the snd of 1970 and the time of

1/ The Scientific Committee was established by the General Asssmbly at it
tenth session in 195%. Tts terms of reference are set out in resolution 517 {(X).
It is composed of the following Member States: Argentina, Australis, Belgium,
Arazil, Canada, Czecheslovakia, Ezypt, France, Indila, Ja Sweden .
Union of Soviet Secedialist Republics, United Vinzdom of Great and Northern
Ireland and United States of fmerica,
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the Commitiee's session. However, while most of the data an levels of radio~
activity collected in 1972 were available, those relatins fo 1273 were more limited,
I,

50 that the assessment of the 1973 levels can only be considered as preliminary.
L. The Committee noted that the estima

tes of the total deses to th~ ﬂorld
population to bte received by the vear 2000 from such long-11i
strontium~90 and caesium~137 that had been ziven hy the ¢

e in its Lat@st
report did not apvear to require revision on the basis of ta availatle as at
1 January 1973. This is because the 45 od increases dozes are smaller
than the uncertainties in the estinmates he total doses. The zmounts »7f
strontium-90 and caesium-137 releas ed in the enviromment by nuclear tests carried
out in 1971 and 1072 added slightlv to the totals revorted in the latest report
of the Committee. While the additions of radio- activity were greater in th
southern hemisphere, the total amounts rroduced by all tests carried out ur
end of 1972 remain much higher in the northern hemisphere. J/ The resultin
additions to the total doses sre small in the southern hemisphere and even smaller
in the northern hemisphere. However, since the population of the northern
hemisphere is much larger than that of the southern hemisphere, the contribution
to the world population dose of these additions comes mainly from the exposures
of the population of the northern hemisphere.
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5. The Committee further noted that in 1972 and 1973 the short-lived radic-nuclide
iodine-131 was detectzd for a few weeks at a p”mkﬁr of sites in both hemispheres,

In 1573 the levels, and the corresponding thyroid doses, were cenerally of the

same magnitude as in 1972. In both years and in both hemispheres, the levels and
hyroid doses were equal to or lower than those observed in the southern hemisphere
in 1970 2nd 1971, which were referred to in the latest report of the Committee.
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. Owing to the very short period of time available to the Committee for the
Urcbaratlon of the special session and to the paucity of data, the ”omml ttee was
unable to attempt a broader review of information, hut sxpre:

sed the intention of

planning =2t its twenty-third session, t0 be held in Coteber 1974, the continuation
3ks of radiation

of its work of review and assescment of levels, effacts and ri

from all sources.

3/ It might be noted here that 2 rrincipal
of otrontlum_ﬂu and caesium-137 prezent in the so
of material released by tests corried ous in the




