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1 The Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation was established by
resolution 915 (X) of 3 December 1955 at the tenth session of the General Assembly:
its work was contipued by resolutions 1147 (XII) of 1L November 1957, 12L7 (XIII) of
13 December 1952 and 1376 (XIV) of 17 November 1959 at the twelfth, thirteenth and
fourteenth sessions, respectively. It has the following members: Argentina,
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, India, Japan, lexico,
Sweden, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United Kingdem

oY Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Stater of Zmerica.

Seventh session

2, The Committee held its seventh session at Headquarters from 11 January to

22 January 196C. Professor Rolf Sievert of Sweden served as Chairmen, and

Dr. E.E. Pochin of the United Kingdom was elected to serve as Vice-Chairman

ad interim in the absence of Dr. V.R. Khanolkar of India.

S At this session, the Committee considered the following topics: Ceneral
Assembly resolution ~ 375 (XIV); certain technical questions, inclufing the
meteorolcgical and piysical aspects of fall-out, fccd chain problems, low-dose
dcse~-effect relations: plans of discussion of geneti~ and ClLL (carton-1Lk) provlems
at the eighth session. It alsc reviewed the plans for the joint United Nations/
Wlorld Hesglth Crgenizaticn Seminar on Use of Vital and Health Statistics for Genetic
and Radiation Studies held in Geneva, from 5 to 9 September 1950, and the time znd

place of the eighth sesgion.

5c-2h162 |



A/L528
English
FPage 2

L, In response to a suggestion wade by the Coumittee at its sixth sessgion (A/hll@,

, para. 2), the World lieteorclogical Organization arranged for a group of

=

annex
experts from eight countries to attend the seventh session of the Committee and

to participate in its discussions of problems relating to fall-out mechanism., In
the course of thesge discussions, the group delivered a set of scme twenty valuatle
presentations covering topics in meteorology and fall-cut. A resclution expressing
the Committee's deep appreciation to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and
to the individual experts for the assistance they had given the Committee during

the session was adopted unanimously.

5. In response to a further suggestion of the Committee (A/L119, annex I, para. 3),
its discussion of food-chain problems at the seventh session was materially assisted
by a report prepared by an expert group of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Wations (FAO) and by the presence and contribution to the discussion of
the rapporteur of that group as part of the FAO representation. A resolution
expressing the Cormittee's gratitude to FAC for the report of its Expert Group on
Radioactive Materials in Food and Agriculture and for its assistance to the
Cormittee during the session was adopted unanimously.

6. In response to sections II, ITI and V of General Assembly resolution 1376 (XIV),
the Committee gave preliminary consideration and study, in consultation with
appropriate specialized agencies and the Internationsl Atomic Energy Agency, to
appropriate arrangements for stimulating the flow of information and data and
encouraging genetic, biological and other studies., The Cormittee decided to set

up two sub-groups respectively to develop further the relevant physical and
biclogical topies, and to prepare material tor Its further consideration at the
eighth session. These sub-groups met during the seventh sessgion of the Committee;
cne of them later met at the Kuropean Headguarters of the United Nations in Geneva,
frem 14 to 17 September 1940; both sub-groups met in Geneva during the period of

the eighth session of the Ccmmittee.

T In ccnsequence of its consideration of seéctions IT and IIT of General Assembly
resoluticn 1376 (XIV), the Ccmmittee requested its Secretary to address a lebter

to States Members cf the United Naticns and members of the specialized agencies,
expressing the wishes of the Committee tc continue the flow of information relevant

to its work and drawing the attention of Memter States to certain specific problems.
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In respense to this request, the Secretary of the Committee addressed a letter,
dated 7 April 1960, to States Members of the United Nations and memwbers of the
specialized agencies, expressing the wishes of the Ccmmittee and suggesting means
whereby this might be accomplished. Listed in annex I of the letter were the
couptries and organizations offering assistance in the field of sampling and
analysis of radioactive material. This annex was later revised to include
additional offers received up to 51 August 1960. Attached as annex IT to the letter
was a statement prepared by the Committee at its seventh session, sugpgesting ways
and means whereby its requests for relevant information could best be channelled,
in the respective countries, to the appropriate national scientific organizations
and ccmmittees, as well as to individual scientists.

a. At this session, Dr. Manuel Mart¥nez-Baez of lexico was elected Chairman, and

Dr. F. Hercik of Czechoslovakia Vice-Chairman, for the eighth and ninth sessions.

United Nations/World Health Organization Seminar

9. In response to a suggestion by the Committee (A/L119, annex I, para. 5), the
United Nations and the World Health Organization (WHO) co-sponsored a Seminar on

Use of Vital and Health Statistics for Cenetic and Radiation Studies, which was

held from 5 to 9 September 1960 in Geneva. At this Seminar, twenty-one papers were
presented and discussed, and much useful information was exchanged between
ceneticists, epidemioclogists, vital and health statisticians and civil registrars,

on the future potentialities of vital and health statistics and civil registration
procedures as a source of data in genetic and other studies, particularly in
relation to the assessment of the effects of radiation in human populaticns, and on
pcssible practical means for overcoming present limitations. The topics covered by
the Seminar included: statement of the problem; present sources of information;
current potentialities; radiation exposure and somatic effects; worbidity surveys:
genetic surveys in selected populations; uses of routinely collected information

for genetic use; information storage, retrieval and processing; biometrical genetics.

The proceedings of the Seminar will be published,
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Lirhth session

10, The Ccopmittee held its eighth sessgion at the European Headquarters of the
United Nations in Geneva from 19 to 30 September 19€0. Dr. Manuel Martinez-Baez
of Mexico served as Chairman, and Dr. F. Hercik of (Czechoslovakia served as

\

Jice-Chalrmran.

11.. At this session, the Committee discussed genetic probleus, Clh, fall-cut and.
associated subjects, and dosge calculations; laid plans for its 1962 comprehensive
revert to the Genersl Assembly; further considered and studied, on the Lasis of
reports by 1ts sub-groups, certain arrangemente as requested by the CGeneral Assembly
in sections II, IIT and V of resolution 1374 (MIV), and prepared its asnnual progress
revort for 13CO.

12. A report on the Ccmmittee's consideration zrd study of appropriate arrangements
for stimulating the flow of information and data, and for encouraging genetic,
biological and other studies, including those concerned with Clh, that will
elucidate the effects of radiation exposure on the health of human populations,
called Tor in section V of General Assembly resolution 1376 (XIV), was adopted
unanimously by the Committee and is appended to the present rerort as annex I,

15, The Committee noted with satisfaction the work done by the participants in

the 3eminar on Use of Vital and Health Statistics for Genetic and Radiation Studies.
It strongly supported their Consensus of Opinion which it appends as annex IT.

The Cormittee was pleased to note that, in several countries, co-operation already
exists between the official authorities concerned with registration of vital events
and with the collection of vital and health statistics on one side, and the students
of human genetics and radiation epidemiology on the other. Tt expressed the hope
that this co-operation will give a lead to similar co-operation in an increasing
number of countries., It alsc endorsed the value, in certain cases, of regional
co-operative arrangements whereby more significant information might be achieved,
and expressed the opinion that both the Statistical Ortice of the United Nations

and the epidemioclogical branch of WHO shculd play the rullest possible part in

o]

ssisting nations to undertake such programmes of survey and information retrieval,
and 1n standardizing, co-ocrdinating and collating results. The Committee expressed
its thanks to WHO for its co-sponscrship and to thoge Member States and Hheir

instrumentalities whose

0

uprort and co-cperation made the Seminar possible.
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14. The Committee decided to request that it might hold its ninth session at the
Zuropean Office of the United Wations from 13 to 24 March 19061, =nd its tenth
session at United Nations Headquarters, New York, from 4 September to

15 September 1961, or, if the needs of its work should =0 require, from 23 August to

15 September 19061.

Contracual study

15. TFollowing the approval of the Committee's proposed progranre by the General
Assembly in resolution 1376 (XIV), and the associated financial provision, a
Special Service Agreement was drawn up between the United Nations and the
International Cowmissions on Radiological Protection and on Fadiological Units and
Measurements. Under this Agreement, the Commissions were to study the methods of
evaluation of the exposures of man to ionhizing radiation resulting from medical
procedures, with special reference to radiation-induced diseases. Accordingly,

an ad hoc Joint Study Group of these commissions met at United Nations Headquarters,
New York, from 25 to 29 January 1960, and in Stockholm, from 1 to 9 July 19€0. A
report on the deliberations and conclusions of the International Commissions is to

be submitted to the Scientific Committee by the end of 19¢0.

Flow of inforraticn

16. The Committee has a continuing interest in the somatic effects of radiation,
and expressed its appreciation to the Internaticnal Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for
its part in the organization of the recent Conference con the Relation of Radiation
Tamage to Radiation Lose in Pone.

17. The Committee has received and hopes to continue to receive information on
radicactive contamination, radiation levels and radiobiological guestions frcm
States Members of the United Nations and members of the specialized agencies, and
from the specialized agencies, TAEA and the International Comwmissicns on
Radiological Protection and on Radiological Units and Measurements. During the
pericd frem 15 June 1959 to 1 September 1960, the Committee received soume

200 reports Trom States Members of the United Nations or members of the cpecialized

agencies, and from specialized agencies and the TAEA,
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Further reports

15. The Cormittee intends to submit annual progress reports to the General
Lssembly, to report to the Assembly on each phase of its scientific work separately,
as 1t is coppleted, and to submit a further comprehensive report during or

before 1972,

Staff and consultant services

19, The Cocmmittee compared the greatly increased volume, scope and specialization
of the information it is receiving in preparation for its next comprehensive report
with that available to it in 1953 for the previous one. It expressed the opinion
that the preliminary stages of surmarization and collation probably could not be
handled by a scientific staff of the same size as previously. The Committee
decided to draw the sttenticn of the Secretary-General to this temporary situation
and request him, as in the past, to make appropriate flexible and ad hoc
arrangements by means of additional staff or consultants. In the Committee's view,
these should not need to exceed a total of about one and & half man years of

scientific effort in all.
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L. Under General fssembl; resolution 1376 (AIV)) the United MNations Scientifiz
Ccomittee on the Effects >f . tomic Radistion hog been requested to consider ani
study appropriszte arrsngenents Cor stimulcting the £low of informetion =nd dot:
relative to the effects of rodiction cn man ond his envircnment, and to conside
end study more effective crransexents for encourcsing genetic, biological and
other studies, including those concerned with Clh, thot will elucidate the effects
of radiation exposure on the health of human populsticns.

2. The major flow of metericl to the Committee thus far has come from =
relatively few nations., It hes Tteen predominantly informative as to radiation
znd radicactive contaminatisn levels, less with regard to epidemiological and
other bioclogical aspects. The Committee heas revieved these scientific data anc
litersture and has made availeble its findings. However, the Committee has not
received from all Member States the sare amount of assistance implicit in the
selection and sutmission of data that it judzes relevent to its field of worlk,

The Committee ig anxious to receive a continuing =nd increasing flow of facts

of thysicel and bioc-medical impcrt both from those lember States who are
represented on the Coumittee =znd from those who cre not, and it considers 1t to
that effect desirsble thet, when appropriate, the Committee avail itself wmore
actively of the experience of the latter in its scientifiic deliterations as =a
working group.

s The Committee will ccntinue to work closely with interested United Nations

egencles and certain other zroups, whose scientific meetings and studies have

n
ct
o
F
¢
<5

already teen of great rcsesistance to the Committee, and hores that Member |

ot
G
0
o
[

will also co-crerazte with these organizations, in eddition to continuing
relevant data directly to the Ccamittee,

L, Turing its seventh sescicn the Committee decided thoat one of the mos
irmedizte problems was to ovtain further date on environmentzl contemineticn

frem sreas not covered by previcus surveys. Cn 7 U pril 1960 o letter was
o o { -~
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therefore addressed to =1l llemter Sbates, outlining the type of data regquired
from certain areazs of the slote. Reference was azde in this and a subsequent
letter to offers by Memcer States and I2EL to enclyce ssmples for ccuntries
which lack the necessary facilities.

5e During its eighth sescgion, the Committee revieved the avalleble date on
radiation exposure. Their principal conclusions relevant to this aspect of the
report are noted in paragraphs 56-10 telow.

6. Natural activity: IMeasurewments of nabural rzadiztion are of particular

importance since not only is this at the present time the major radiation

zource to which the world population is exposed, Ttut also, especially considering
the known variations in the nctural radiation levels, it is = valuable basis

with vhich the magnitude of ertificial radiation sources can te ccumpared. The
components of the naturcsl vadistion dose for vhich zdditional dzta are needed
both on a regional and on & world-wide basis are those delivered by gamma
radiation from the earth's surface znd by alphz cmitters in bone. The stimulsticn
of research on these aspects is particularly iaportant.

M. Invironmental contaminetion from nuclear tests: Environmental contamination

from nuclear tests, as in the past, has continued to osccupy the centre cf
attention of the Committee, since radiation from this source invelves the whele
population of the world. The Committee has reviewed the data that are now
gvailable on fall-cut from nuclear tests. Considerable additionzl information
on the basie patterns of contamination from fall-cut and Clu has teen obtained
recently. While the Committee 1s anxicus to obtain more precise informetion zn
many asrects, it is none the less aprarert that certain >f the rarepmetres, such as
the rates and amounts of deposition, are known with an accuracy sufficient for
the estimation of some components of the tissue doses from fall-cut. The
Committee has considered the accuracy with which the present averazge dose to kone
and gonads can te assessed. This assessment depends primarily on direct
measurement of strontium-S0 in human bone and of czesium-137 in the tody, but
this must te supplemented, verticularly for the rpurpcses of future prediction,

Py

by measurements of levels in diet znd the food chain. The Cocrmittee regrets the

t

scantiness of dsta from several large and heavily populated zyeas. It recogniczes

U
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that the scteining of improved infsrmaticn has teen Llirzely limited by the
inzdequecy of information on the ccmposition and crizin of diets:; this
informetion is necessary voth or designing adequeste compling progrommes wsind Iox
the interpretation of results. In this connexion, dietory information assembled
by F2 0 has been of considercble assistance to the Cocmitltee.

o

s Envirommental contaminction fiom radicactive wogtes: Much valuakble study

has already been undertaken Ly governmental agencies and internationsl
oreanizations on various proolens in the disposal of rzdiocactive wastes. The
exposure of the population of the world frem this source over the next severazl
decades iz difficult to estimate because of the lacii of information both as to
disposel policy snd the fraction of fission wastes vwhich might be used in
industrial processes. We can eipect that technical progress should enable
human exposure from this source to e more readily controlled. The Committee
wishes to continue to receive infoimetion on all sizgnificant releases of
radioactive waste into the environment. It notes thot relevant information is
also received frem Member States by the IZEA and other United lations agencies,
znd that these organizations cconstitute an appropricte channel for transmission

of it to the Committee. The Committee attaches importence to detaziled studies of

the Tehaviour of artificial redicesctive materizls in the environment. Information

obtained in this way is necessary for improving estinotes of exposure of menkind
from possible future relezses of rocdipactivity.

9. Medical exposures: 2g in the past, the Committee will continue to give

congiderable attention to medicel exposures for two recsons: firstly, the

o

exposure 1s considerable in some countries and, seccndly, rersons exposed for

o

medical reagons may provide = -youp of particular interest for subsegquent study
of dose-effect relctionshins. ©or the latter rurpose, the importeznce of
zdequate control and recording 1s epparent and there is room for improvement in
this respect in many countries. In this connexion, znd a2t the request of the
Cormittee, the Internztionel Commission on Radiologicel Protecticn and the
International Commission on Redicloglesl Units and Vessurerents are conducting
such studies on medical expcsures.

1C. Cceupational exposure: The radiaticn deee recgulting rrom occupatiosnal

exposure is sufficiently well documented for the zssessment of populeticon dose

/...
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Trom this source. It contributes at present cnly a snall fraction of the total
dose to the population in technologically advanced countries,

1l. CTuring the rast sixty years, and especially during the last few of them, much
has been learned of the ticlogical etfTects of radiation by experiments on living
organisms and their parts and by observations on huran beings exposed by accident
or treated by design. This active and diverse research has divulged valuable basic
understanding of how lonizing radiation exerts its effects and much information of
semi~-guantitative predictive value, especially relating to gross effects resulting
from high deses. But the consideraticns and predictions needful to sound and
contident action of all kinds in the nuclear era have progressively ecmbraced lower
doses and dose rates, and effects progressively more and more delayed - including
those upcen subsequent generations - and more and more refined in nature: at the
came time, both the numbers of people potentially affected, and the administrative
and legal needs of precision have increased. Fhysical data has improved rapidly
allowing a continually greater accuracy in the estinmate of tissue dose. Recause of
the inherent variability of biologic material, comparable precision of information
protably cannot be obtained in the biological sphere, but a closer appreciation of
dose-effect relationships can and should te evolved.

12, Tdeally., there is no substitute in prediction for sound quantitative
observations relevant to man as he lives, complemented though this must be by
understanding based upon a wide variety of cobservations in cellular, wmamalian and
other areas of radicblology. buch information can come only from the slow and
rainstaking collection of informaticn about irradiated and other groups of persons.
In considering radiation research at its present phase, the Committee has therefore
accorded such activity a very high priority.

13, Bssential to evaluation or any study orf radiation effect cn population is the
collection of relevant bioclogical informwation cencerning that ropulation. Such
information ranges from relatively simple indices of the genetic health or structure
of the populaticn at larze to the rates of incidence, in comparable exposed and
unexrosed grcups, ol diseases such as leukemia, skin cancer, or cataract which can
rossibly be radiation-induced. CGCovernments and their statistical and epidemiclogical
agencies are peculiarly well-placed to advance such worlk, which could perhaps, in
scme areas, profitably be the subject of regional co-operaticn and standardizaticn.

/
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The Committee hopes that the proceedings of the joint UN/WHO Seminar on Use of Vital
snd Health Statistics for Genetic and Radiation Studies will assist such
develorments. It rarticularly draws the attention of the General Assembly to the
joint and considered opinion of the experts who attended the Seminar, as reviewed
by the Committee and appended to its report as annex II. It nctes that countries
having large populatiocns living in areas of high natural radiation may have special
opportunities for profitable studies.é The Committee notes with satisfaction that
WHO 1s willing and able to be of much assistance in ccnnexion with surveys of
comparable exposed and unexposed groups and is, indeed, asctively engaged in studying
the feasibility of projects of this kind, such as the possibilities which might
exist among groups exposed to radiaticn occupaticnally or for medical purposes.
14k, The Committee notes that information collected by various national authorities
beconmes more valuable when it is ceollated with corresponding material from other
countries., It therefore hopes that all national authorities engaged in such studies
will make available their results and will gather them according to standards of
procedure and practice which make them comparable with those of other countries.
15. In respect of both hereditary and other diseases, there is much to te done,
even in the technologically most advanced countries, by way of standardizing
ncnenclature and of improving diagnosis and recording and handling of information.
A concrete suggestion which has been rade concerns appropriate expansion and
rodification of the Internaticnal Clasesirication of Causes of Teath in =o far as
these relate to genetic or radiation-inducible conditions. It i1s relatively simple
to obtain certain measures of the genetic health of a ropulation, of its genetic
structure and progressiocn, and even to obtain some information about mutation, from
vital and health statistics, but only if these are of an adequate standard of
accuracy and appropriately collected and arranged.
16. Iany of the biological experiments essential to permit more accurate
evaluaticn of physical data in terms of effects on wan, carticularly those urgently
needed in the low dose and genetic Tields, are costly 1n trained workers and

raterials. The Committee therefore urges that when extensive and long-range

s
~

In this ccrnexicn, the Ceommittes draws attenticn to the views of
Lpert Ccmmittee on the Effect of Radiation on Huran Heredity: Investizations
of hizh natural radiation (WHO Technical Report Series lo. 166).

/



tiologlcal research programmes are to be undertaken the Committee te informed, so
that it cen know where 1t way lcok for results in given fieldsand also can help to
avold unnecessary expenditure of effort. As rar as the inrormaticn on human
ropulations is ccncerned, the Committee wishes to emphasize the value of such
exchanges of views as are mentiocned in paragraph & of annex II.

17. any other problems require to be worked out, including bioclogical measures

o' dose. technigques ior reducing the severity of the effects of radiation exposures,
the possible localized elTects of transmutaticns, such as those of C}A} and in
seneral a tfuller understanding of wechanism of radiation effects at all levels -
all endeavours in which new advanced techniques and knowledge are rapldly being
applied and which require survey and experimentation of a great diversity of scale
and kind. The Committee hopes that WNember States will continue this research

and will wake the results availlable for the benefilt of all,

18. The Committee notes that many embers of the United Nations have considerable
anxiety concerning icnizing radiation. It draws attention to the fact that among
the proper corocllaries of such anxiety is the particigation in the gathering and
dissemination of the required data, so that the accuracy of the assessument of
radiaticn from all sources can be improved.

12. The Ccomittee reiterates the view that progress in the solution of biological
probleme of the effects of ilonizing radiation can be nmade, but both sustained
=iTort and time - measured in several decades - will be needed., It is aware that,
in this nuclear age, much depends upon mutual ccnfidence and upon a communal
advance of knowvledge in which each member of the internaticnal community carries

to the full its share of effort, aided by the appropriate inter-governmental
sgencies,

20. The Committee is conscious of its position in the United llations ramily as the
central rorum for discussion or these questions with the active co-operation of the
United aticns agencies. It has repeatedly found that when a scientific problem is
attaciked by an aporopriate group or experts, co-operaticn, progsress and goca

working relations come to exist with a minimum of formal co-ordination,
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ANNEX IT

CCNSENSUS CF COPINICH OF THE EXPERTS TFARTICIPATING IN TH
UN/WHC SEMINAZR CN USE CF VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS FCR
GENETIC AND RADIATICH STUDIES

L. The participants in the Seminar on Use of Vital and Health Statistics for
Genetic and Radiation 3tudies have conducted @ general and detailed examination
of the current adequacy and future potentialities of civil registration
procedures, as well as of vital and health statistics as a source of data in
studies of genetics and of the effects of radiation in human populations. They
have considered practical suggestions for overcoming present limitaticns, so as
to meet, in particular, the critical needs of human geneticists and radiation
epidemioclogists.

2 The rarticipants note with satisfaction that co-operation between the official
authorities concerned with registration of vital events and with the collection
of vital and health statistics, on one side, and the students of human genetics
and radiation epidemiology, on the other, has already been initiated in several
countries and that closer contacts between them are to be expected in the futwre.
e In the conviction that we are entering an era in which knowledge of the
genetic endowments of human individuals and populaticns will lead to new insights
intc the health and well-being of mankind, it is suggested that contacts between
bioclegical scientists and vital and health statisticians be maintained and
expanded and that full advantage be taken of this co-operation through frequent
and continuing consultations between authorities concerned with the statistics

of civil registraticns and biclogists on matters of commen interest.

4. The particirants are aware of the fact that a large part of the duties of
¢ivil registration authorities is of a legal and administrative nature and that
the procedures for the collecticn of vital statistical information were nct,

and cannot be, ‘merely designed to meet the needs of humran biclogists, but they
are also acutely aware of the fact that any progress in human biological sciences
can have wide repercussions in other disciplines, like demography, whose impert

for the sccial and economic welfare cf the pcpulation is well known.

[eve
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5 ‘rogress towards meeting the needs of human biologists may take the form of
sltering existing prccedures which should, of course, be assessed in a context
cf local situations. They can, however, often be achieved through rather simple
means, withcut drastically changing established systems. A variety of measures
will ke found useful to that effect and scme of them can be outlined in very
brcad terms:

(a) Supplementing the information available on routine records by linkage
with other records relating to the same individual;

(b) Reconstruction of segments of bioleogical families through record
linkage so0 as to permit longitudinal studies over a number of generations;

(c) Recording of such items of information as are required to identify
consanguinecus marriages, in order to make possible the assessment of their
zffects on the survival, health and growth of offspring;

(a) Zetting up partial or complete registers of population groups of
gernetic and medical interest such as twins, people suffering from hereditary
diseases, congenital malformations, malignancies;

(e)  Imbreduction into vital and health statistics programmes of additional
items of informaticn required for analysis or linkage, as well as special
tabulations as may be needed;

() Better and more extensive exploitation of data useful to assess
Tertility patterns and differentials;

(g) Facilitating the estimation of doses delivered to patients during
medical Z~ray work, for example by keeping in X-ray departments appropriate
records of normal practices, types of equipment, etc;

(h) Improvement of basic guality of data by such means as are appropriate,
including removal of ambiguities in fterminclogy and in the structure of the
questions, querying imprecise replies, making the certifying physicians and other
informants mcre aware of their responsibilities;

(i) Developing a ligt of pathoclogical conditions of genetic significance
which could usefully supplement the Internaticnal Classification of Diseases;

(j) Taking such initiative as may be necessary to ease the limitations to

the sccessibility of the records for research purpcses.

/en
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6. Hewever simple, many of the developments which can be envisaged will require
thoughtful consideration before being adopted. The import of scme of the results
wvhich can be anticipated will be rainly limited tc the country in which they will
be cobtained and therefore rarallel studies are not to be discouraged. There nay,
however, also be investigations of a general validity and for scme of these, in
view of their cost, possible duplication should e avoided. It is therefore felt
to be useiul that the discussicns initiated at the Seminar be continued not conly
within the various countries but also, on a restricted scale, at the internaticnal
level under the acgis of the sponsoring organizations, so as to advise
administrations and research workers of current developments in different
countries, and so enable them to co-ordinate such activities, with a view to
making the best possible use of available rescurces.

Te The present state of development of huwan biclegy requires flexibility of
approach, and the contribution of vital and health statistics to genetic and
radiation studies will have to be judged on results which may not emerge
irmediately. Some of the possible approaches will prove more fruitful than
others, but increasing knowledge in these Tields is bound to be of the createst

sceisl benefit.
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ANNEX IIT

FINANCTIAL IMFLICATICIS

1. At the time of adoption of the decisions recorded in paragraph 14 of the
rresent report, the Committee was informed that the holding of its ninth sessicn
at the Luropean Office of the United Nations would require an additional
expenditure approximating 35,800, but that the precise figure would depend on
the detailed pattern of conferences; while the extension of its tenth szession
by cne week, should this become necessary, would cost $2,625.

2 At the time of adcption of the decision recorded in paragraph 19 of the
rresent report, the Committee was inform-d that consultant services amcunting to
one and a half man-years of scientific effort would require an additional

expenditure of $15,0CO.



